Your Library and Learning Express can make a Difference

During this time of rising unemployment that our country is experiencing your library has a significant service to offer your community at no charge. Local public libraries within the eleven (11) counties of the North Central Library District can offer the Library Express Library service free to their local communities. Librarians can refer the growing number of patrons seeking career guidance to Learning Express Library as a vital resource to help them get back to work or to enhance their careers. 

Many of our district residents affected by the economic downturn have not had to look for work in many years and are lacking the job search skills required in today's competitive market. Learning Express Library not only offers tools that help them get noticed in the job selection process, but it also helps users prepare for career certification or licensing exams required by many of the open positions found in the current job market.

Learning Express Library recently released a completely redesigned user interface including new topic-based Learning Centers, which makes using the over 800 online courses, eBooks and practice tests simple and easy. In addition to the broad range of courses and practice tests currently available, Learning Express plans to add certification preparation resources for careers in allied health care, plumbing, and air traffic control, commercial drivers license (CDL) and more, during 2009.

With Learning Express Library's interactive online courses, users can create a powerful resume; learn how to search for a job and write effective cover letters. In addition to these job-related courses, Learning Express Library also features hundreds of licensing and certification practice tests to prepare for careers in the industries expected to grow under the government's new recovery package. These include civil service, health care, and education, among others. For those deciding to return to school, they can prepare for college and graduate school admissions tests while brushing up on basic skills.

For the estimated 30 million adults over the age of 25 who lack a high school diploma, earning a GED credential can substantially increase their likeliness of getting hired, not to mention improve their earnings. In addition to offering practice tests to help individuals score higher, Learning Express Library offers a full suite of courses to help build skills in math, reading, and writing, which are essential to passing the GED.

During the first three months of 2009 the North Central Library District has seen an almost five-fold increase in the number of users taking advantage of this online service. The district staff has been active in this effort to get the word out to local communities by placing ads on library web pages, providing workshops for library staff and providing publicity materials to help publicize the availability of this valuable resource. 

You can play an important role in providing a future for our residents in need by sharing with all those that you know that this online resources is available 24/7 on your local library's web site.  Just look for the Learning Express Library link.

