State Budget for Libraries 2009-10

Some Frequently Asked Questions

GOALS FOR 2009-10 STATE BUDGET

Q. What is the Pennsylvania Library Association’gprimary message for library advocates this

year?

A. In order to maintain vitally needed library gees for Pennsylvanians in FY 2009-2010, the
Pennsylvania Library Association calls for stateding equal to the current year (FY 2008-2009).

Q. What is Governor Rendell’s plan for library funding in the FY 2009-10 State Budget?

A. Demand for library services is up dramaticallying this recession. Libraries all across
Pennsylvania are busier than ever before, senaoglp looking for work, families on tight budgeasd
retirees grappling with shrinking savings. Y Governor’s budget proposes to cut 5.1% from
state support for library services, or $4,790,00Cven as the $14 billion Department of Education
budget grows overall. _Even worse, these cuts nigtreduce library services, they will also trigdiee
loss of nearly one million dollars in federal funds

Q. Why will Pennsylvania lose nearly one million dllars in Federal LSTA Funds?

A. The federal government requires states to rariheir financial support for libraries each year

This “maintenance of effort” requirement means thatGovernor’s proposed reduction of $3,040,000

in the first four of the five library appropriatidimes in the table below, including the devasttnt to
our State Library, will cause Pennsylvania to laskeast $906,000 more in federal funding.

Program (line ite m)

FY 2008-09
Total

Gov's Proposal
for FY 2009-10

%
Change

$ Reduction in
State Funding
as Proposed

Add’'l Loss
of Federal
Funds That
Will Result

$ Impact on
Library
Services

Office of
Commonwealth
Libraries (includes
State Library
operations)

$ 4,846,000

$ 2,396,000

-50.6%

- $ 2,450,000

Library
Services/Visually
Impaired & Disabled

$ 2,976,000

$ 2,926,000

-1.7%

- $ 50,000

Library Access
(POWER Library,
statewide card,
interlibrary delivery)

$ 7,290,000

$ 7,000,000

-4.0%

- $ 290,000

Electronic Library
Catalog (Ask Here
PA, Access PA
database)

$ 3,792,000

$ 3,542,000

-6.6%

- $ 250,000

Public Library
Subsidy

$ 75,750,000

$ 74,000,000

-2.3%

-$ 1,750,000

Total — All Library
Programs

$ 94,654,000

$ 89,864,000

-5.1%

- $ 4,790,000

-$ 906,000

-$ 5,696,000
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Q. How will a reduction in LSTA funds affect my library?

A. This loss of LSTA (Library Services and Techogy Act) funding will affect local residents who
rely on their public libraries. Local librarieslixsee reduced services, fewer available databases,
decreased availability of grants for local libramprovements. Ironically, this loss of LSTA doBar
would come at the very same time that Pennsylvarniging to secure every nickel possible from
Washington.

Q. Does the Public Library Subsidy affect LSTA furds?

A. No. The Public Library Subsidy consists ofld that go to support local library services tngs
are not factored in to the determination of théestanaintenance of effort for purposes of federal
funding.

Nevertheless, the proposed reduction in the Puiiliary Subsidy comes at the worst possible time—
when people rely even more heavily on the booksDB\subscriptions, computers, and professional
staff available at Pennsylvania’s public libraries.

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY SUBSIDY

Q. Does the Pennsylvania Library Association recomend that supporters advocate for a return
to the Public Library Funding Formula in the FY 2009-10 budget?

A. No. Even with level funding, there would na sufficient funds available to run the formul&eé
related document on PaLA’s website entitled, Fugdiormula Background.)

Q. Isn't a 2.3% cut in the Public Library Subsidy quite modest, in light of the state’s large budget
deficit?

A. Funding for public libraries was slashed fivaays ago in the original 2003-04 state budget.
Librarians had no choice but to cut back on hgamsgrams for kids, new technology, new books, and
trained employees. Librarians, library users amchty advocates made their voices heard, bubk to
five long years to return to pre-funding-cut levels

Eight years ago (FY 2001-02), the Public LibrarypSidy stood at $75.2 million. Seven years ago
(2002-03), in the wake of the 9/11 attacks andet@nomic downturn that followed, the Public Library
Subsidy was level funded at $75.2 million. Buthe years that followed, services lost due to state
budget cuts combined with the failure to keep paitle inflation put libraries in a position of bayel
making do.

Combine this history with the increased need fdilipdibrary services by people affected by the

recession, and you can see why even a modest deagrefunds will put added pressure on library
services.

Pennsylvania Library Association www.palibraries.org Page 2.




State Budget for Libraries 2009-10

STATE LIBRARY OPERATIONS

Q. How will a 50.6% reduction in the line item for the State Library affect operations?

A.

Decreased hours of operation. The Library is culyeopen to the public 48.5 hours a
week, Monday through Saturday. Those hours areat@&g to face substantial reduction.
Severe cuts in materials purchases. The inalbdigollect materials published for, by
and about Pennsylvania will have an impact on théeS.ibrary’s mission to provide
information for State Government and to collect preserve our written heritage.
Cutbacks in Interlibrary Loan services. Pennsyiaribraries (of all types) will need to
adjust to a longer turn-around time for requestatienmals.

Reductions or cessation of valuable digitizationjgets. The State Library has been a
leader in transferring historic materials from angg to digital formats in order to make
the information more readily available for research

Withdrawal of librarians from Ask Here PA — the eptional 24/7 statewide reference
service.

Q. Who uses the State Library?

A.

All parts of State Government including the Gen&sdembly, departments and
commissions, state hospitals and corrections fas)ithe state police and other agencies.
Several of these agencies rely upon the State yilsraxtensive databases for
construction codes, legal information as well akefal and state documents.

Academic libraries including the State System ajhéir Education, the Pennsylvania
Academic Library Consortium, Inc., and the Keystarwary Network (14 State
Universities.)

Public libraries including the 30 District LibraGenters and their local public libraries.
The other Statewide Resource Center Librariest-tee Library of Philadelphia, Penn
State University Libraries and the Carnegie Librairittsburgh.

Special libraries including historical societieslagenealogical research centers.

The general public who borrow materials and useprdars to assist in job searches and
medical information. Those persons who are otlrewnable to afford access to the
Internet use the workstations in the Main Readingm.

Genealogists and history researchers. The Sthtarlyihas the most extensive collection
of Pennsylvania newspapers in the commonwealthid& wariety of indexes, genealogies
and family histories, state and county historidiesas, land warranty maps, ship lists,
compilations of church and cemetery records as agetlensus records are available.
Some genealogists plan their vacations with a istétarrisburg to use the collection to
enhance information from Internet resources.

Pennsylvania Library Association www.palibraries.org Page 3.




State Budget for Libraries 2009-10

Q. What does the State Library do for people irmy community?

A.

» The State Library works closely with local publicrbries to provide materials that most
small public libraries do not have the budget techase or the space to store. Access to
the State Library’s extensive collection of newsgramnd accompanying microfilms is
invaluable to researchers and genealogists.

* Many Pennsylvanians use the Pennsylvania Archieesss regimental histories
(primarily from the Revolutionary and Civil Warsgsearch guides for ethnic and
minority groups, and guides to genealogical resesrdoreign countries.

* The Rare Collections Library is a treasure forfatiericans and a special source of pride
to Pennsylvanians. In 1745, Benjamin Franklin cgdehe first volumes of British Law
for use by the Pennsylvania Assembly. The coldechas grown and includes rare
volumes, maps and newspapers. The cost-effeetnimiques developed in the Rare
Book Project and now used to preserve these mistasaist local libraries and
community organizations to preserve books, mapsppéets and other materials that are
important to their community pride and history.

* Duplication of materials and cost-effective measumnestate government are manifested in
the State Library operation. State agencies caesaadata bases and materials through the
State Library, staff members receive training aadn how to efficiently use these
materials. Taxpayers receive the benefit of efffealise of those tax dollars.

LIBRARIES AND THE ECONOMY
Q. Is it true that public libraries get busier when the economy takes a downturn?

A. A 2002 American Library Association study canfs the increase in library use in the wake of a
recession. This study found that circulation in 8482001, during the post 9/11 recession, was 8.3
percent higher than would be expected from thedtadserved since January 1997. Every indication
today is the library use in Pennsylvania has irsgdalramatically since last year.

Q. Why are Pennsylvanians using libraries more dung this recession?
A.

- Libraries are part of the solution when a commuisitytruggling economically. From free access
to books and online resources for families to liptausiness centers that help support
entrepreneurship and retraining, libraries suplifetong learning.

- Libraries are America’s great information equal&zerthe only place people of all ages and
backgrounds can find and freely use such a diyeo$itesources, along with the expert guidance
of librarians.

« As more and more Americans look for employmentaliies are helping to level the playing
field for job seekers. Based on a 2006 survey, baljof the top 100 U.S. retailers accepted in-
store paper applications, and this trend surelycbasinued. Library staff report that many
patrons are turning to library computers and Irgeatcess to find work, apply for jobs online,
type resumes and cover letters and open email atzou
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« Many libraries design and offer programs tailore@anteet local community economic needs,
providing residents with guidance, training and ketiops in resume writing and interviewing,
job-search resources, and connections with ouggldacies that offer training and job
placement.

« During times of economic downturn, libraries seeenasers because people cut back on
entertainment. People are able to rent movieséa &nd check out CDs, use databases and
download audio books.

Q. Do libraries have the resources to handle thecrease in use?

A. It has been said that no one stretches thagsiblollar further than the local librarian, anbrarians
certainly recognize the reality of added budgesguees during a recession.

Libraries depend on revenue from local governmantsprivate donors, all of whom are adjusting their
budgets downward. All of these factors mean tibaaties must enact belt-tightening measures that
may affect services, at a time when services aedatbmore than ever.

Pennsylvania’s librarians are not asking for a fngdncrease from the state. Rather, they seeX lev
funding in order to meet sonpart of the rising demand for hours and accesstaputers, training
classes, current books, publications, and DVD’s.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR LIBRARY ADVOCATES

Q. Wouldn't it save money and resources if Pennsydnia combined school and public libraries in
one facility?

A. Schools and public libraries have very diffdramssions. Public libraries were establishedetve
all residents of a community at hours that are moavenient to them. Schools, on the other hand,
direct their resources to serving just their stugpulations, all of whom are minors. Schools imus
work to protect the children in their charge, whinay mean restrictions on the kinds of materials
available in the library, as well as security issudost schools are unwilling to allow membershaf
public in their buildings during the school day)ass they have legitimate business. School
administrators would be hard pressed to monitokihe of traffic that public libraries see on algai
basis.

Q. Are public libraries eligible to receive tutoring funds from the Pennsylvania Department of
Education?

A. Unfortunately, tutoring funds are not availatiddibraries. The Pennsylvania Library Associatio
has long advocated a statewide contract for a Hmmework help” online product that would be
available in all public libraries in the Commonwtal In the handful of libraries where live homewor
help operates already, this service has provee tovaluable to students and wildly popular with
parents. But the service is too expensive to @selon a library-by-library basis. PalLA supports a
statewide contract similar to those that make upME®R Library, through the Office of Commonwealth
Libraries, to provide live homework help in a ceffiective manner for all students in every cornfer o
Pennsylvania. For this year, however, the negutdserve current funding levels and to reverse the
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devastating cuts to the State Library are the m@stsing priorities requiring our advocacy.
Nonetheless, library advocates are encouragedtoish live homework tutoring help with legislators
who may want more information on the subject.

LIBRARIES SERVICES FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED AND DI SABLED
Q. Do libraries provide any special services forgople with visual and physical impairments?

A. Yes, the state supports special services atibwaries---the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh dhd
Free Library of Philadelphia---to operate two regibcenters that provide audio materials for vigual
impaired library and other special materials faradiled users—including many returning veterans—all
across the state.

Q. Who pays for this service?

A. The Governor and General Assembly approve aragp appropriation for library services to the
visually impaired and disabled. This program hesrblevel-funded at $2.9 million since 2001. The
federal government provides about $3.3 million HrelU. S. Postal Service provides about $3.7
million-worth of free delivery services. Both dfese funding streams have kept pace with inflato,
the state funding has not.

Q. Is this funding level sufficient for the constuents who use it?

A. No, itis not. For one thing, the need fongegs continues to increase. As we know, Pennsid&
population of elderly citizens continues to groeading to ever higher numbers of citizens withonsi
problems. Services are also critical for studentls visual or physical impairments. What's maae,
growing number of Pennsylvania veterans returniogflraq and Afghanistan need specialized
materials or equipment in order to take advantddierary services and materials.

Second, the cost of providing the service -- staftulation, materials storage, utilities -- hasg up
every year, while funding has not. And finallyethational talking books program is being convetted
a digital format, meaning that outdated equipmenit@ssette tapes must be replaced at an additional
cost of $250,000 per year over a five year periadtate appropriation of at least $3.165 millioould

be required in FY 2009-10 just to stay curremnth the growing demand for services to the visual
impaired and disabled.
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