Sample Media Advisory

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


For more information, contact:

(Date)




(Name/phone #)

(Event sponsor or name of local event planning committee) to Host (Name of Event) in Support of Improved Public Library Funding and (this community.)

Who:

Representatives of (County/Municipality) public library(ies) and other literacy advocates will meet with (State Representative/Senator) to discuss the need for increased state support for public library services.

Board members, Friends members, staff, volunteers and library users will all be present.

What:

Library representatives will discuss the variety of services public libraries provide that support preschool learning, K-12, lifelong learning and economic development.  Elected officials will share their expertise about how to influence the budget process in Harrisburg and their perspectives on the importance of libraries.

When:
(Date and time)

Where:
(Place)

Why:  
The purpose of the event is to raise awareness of the value public libraries deliver and the need to secure sufficient state funds to run the state funding formula that awards increased investment by the local municipalities.

National surveys show that Pennsylvania ranks 43rd in local funding for public libraries and that an effective way to convince local municipalities to increase their financial support for local public libraries is to provide an increased share of state funds as an incentive.

Research shows that young children who are exposed to high quality early learning programs like those provided by public libraries do better in school.  Public library summer reading program participants go back to school in the fall retaining more of what they learned the previous school year which reduces the amount of time teachers spend “re-teaching”.

“Public libraries are a smart investment.  For every $1 spent $5.50 is returned to the taxpayer.  More Pennsylvanians use public libraries than any other tax supported public service,” said (name of Executive Director or Board member).  “Today’s public library is so much more than books and magazines.  It’s your local access to the world of information you want or need to know.  Pennsylvania’s librarians have embraced the world’s astonishing technological advances to create services and resources that fit the ever-growing needs of individuals, businesses, and organizations.”

